Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  l<nowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTE'.IENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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RHODE  ISLAND  HIGHLIGHTS 

The  stoiy  of  agriGultTjre  today  in  Rhode  Island  and  in  the  rest  of  the 
Nation  is  the  story  of  an  improved  agriculture.    Here  are  the  highlights  of 
progress  under  the  National  Farm  Program  in  Rhode  Island  during  the  7  years 
since  it  was  started: 

INCOME:    Farmer s  Make  More  Money — 1939  cash  income  up  41  percent  from 
1932 J  buying  power  135  percent  fr-^-  1932 1  1)5,126,867  loaned  by  Farm  Credit 
Administration  agencies  from  1933  to  1939;  debts  of  low  income  farmers  reduced 
5^6,483  under  Farm  Security  Administration  debt  adjustment  service;  6,912,000 
pounds  of  surplus  foodstuffs  distributed  to  needy  in  last  fiscal  year, 

CONSERVATION;    Farmers  Are  Conserving  Their  Soil — 956  Rliode  Island  farmers 
participated  in  the  1939  A/ul  program,  representing  about  44  percent  of  the  State's 
cropland, 

SECURITY:    Farmers  Are  More  So  euro  In  their  Plomcs  —  217  farm  families 
received  rural  rehabilitation  loans  totalling  more  than  |200,000  from  1935  to 
1940j  |19,553  made  in  grants  in  the  same  period;  1  tenant  family  started  toward 
ovmcrship  by  loans  for  farm  purchases. 

DMOCR.iCY ;    Farmers  Help  Run  The  Programs- — 5  county  luJ^  offices  rri.th 
90  county  end  community  committeemen  administer  the  lu^'i  program  locally;  3  county 
comiQittccs  cjid  one  tenant  purchase  coraiiiittee  working  on  program  of  Farm  Security 
iidinini  strati  on;  1  local  National  Farm  Loan  association  and  1  production  credit 
"•ssociation  in  operation;  1  county  Icjid-use  planning  ccmT.iittco  formed. 


-  2  - 

COITTMTS. 

Pert  One :  Fc.rm  Incono 
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PART  ONE:    F.^mi  INCOME 


Rhode  Island  fc-.mcrs  in  1939  hc.d  41  pcrcont  norc  cr.sh  incone  than  they  did 
in  1932.    Fc.m  cash  incone  in  Rhode  Island  v;as  $9,857,000  in  1939,  CTevernr.ient 
paynonts  accounted  for  |47,000  of  this  aiaount  directly.     The  1939  cash  incone 
Y/cs  1  percent  less  than  in  1929,  r/hon  cash  inccne  v/as  ^^10, 000, 000,     Cash  incone 
in  1932  was  ^7,000,000, 

Substantial  gains  in  cash  incone  fron  1932  to  1939  by  the  producers  of 
Rhode  Island's  nest  inportant  farn  products  arc  shov/n  in  the  follovdng  table: 


L'vBLE  I,     Cash  Incone  Received  by  Rhode  Island  Farners  for 

Principal  Cor.r.oditics  Listed,  in  1932  and  in  1939, 
 With  /g-iour^t  and  Percent  of  Change   


Connodity  < 

Cash  Incone  l/ 

■ 

.        1932   :     1939  2/ 

1  • 
• 

1  i\;rLou:it  of 
Increase, 
'     1939  over 
I        1932  1 

Percent  of 
Increase, 
I      1939  over 
5  1932 

(Thousands  of  dollars) 

(Percent) 

Milk 

3,229 

4,112 

883 

27 

Truck  crops 

279 

1,033 

754 

270 

Eggs 

692 

890 

198 

29 

Potatoes 

258 

598 

340 

132 

Chickens 

436 

596 

160 

37 

Cattle  and  calves 

280 

517 

237 

85 

Apples 

237 

291 

54 

23 

Hogs 

83 

157 

74 

89 

Strcavberrics 

33 

49 

16 

48 

V  Because  farn  incone  statistics  are  being  revised,  all  figures  in  this 
to.ble  arc  not  strictly  conparable.     For  the  nost  part  figures  are  on 
a  calendar  year  basis,  but  there  arc  a  fcY.'  connoditics  which  are  on  a 
crop  year  basis  for  1932,    All  incone  figures  in  tliis  table  exclude  Gov't 
2/  Prolirdiicry.  pay-:ionts. 

For  the  country  as  a  v/holc  cash  farn  incone  in  1959,  including  Govern- 

pt^yncnts,  was  82  pcrcont  larger  thrn.  in  1932,  Cash  farn  incone  v;as 

14,682,000,000  in  1932  and  .$8,540,000,000  in  1939,  including  $807,000,000  in 
G^^vcrnncnt  payncnts. 


^  ^  ^ 

Prices  of  F?..m  Corr.ioditios 

Better  prices  for  Rhode  Island's  loading  farr.i  coi-nnoditics  have  put  noro  cash 
in  the  hands  of  the  farncrs  of  the  State.     The  inprovcncnt  in  prices  received  by 
Rhode  Island  farncrs  for  their  principal  cor.r.-'.oditiop  is  shovm  in  the  follov/ing 
tabic : 


Table  II. 

Average  Prices 

Received  by  Rhode 

Island 

Farncrs 

for 

Coinr;iOditie s  Listed,  in  1932  and  in 

1939 

Comodity 

Unit 

1932 

1939  1/ 

(Dollars ) 

(Dollars) 

I'iilk  (v7holesale)  c\7t. 

2.15 

2.70 

Hogs 

cv/t. 

5.30 

7.30 

Beef  cattle 

cv/t  • 

4.20 

5.30 

Veal  Calves 

cirb. 

7.00 

9.30 

Sheep 

cvrt  • 

3.20 

4.30 

Corn 

bu. 

.57 

.68  2/ 

Oats 

bu. 

.38 

.51 

Potatoes 

bu. 

.74 

1.00 

Peaches 

bu. 

1.15 

1.70 

Butter 

lb. 

.24 

.30 

Chickens 

lb. 

.195 

.174 

Eggs 

doz , 

.277 

.281 

Apples 

bu. 

.72 

.85 

l/  Prolininary 

Z/  Includes  loan  com  at  average  loan  value. 
F^-m  Purchasing  PoT/cr 

Both  farn  inconc  and  prices  paid  by  farncrs  declined  sharply  fron  1929  to 

1932,  but  farn  incone  declined  norc,     Fron  1932  to  1959  there  vras  an  increase  in 

both  fara  incone  and  prices  paid  by  farncrs,  but  farn  inconc  increased  nore. 

Thus  farn  buying  power  fell  off  fron  1929  to  1932  and  clinbcd  upward  fron  1932  to 
1939. 
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ij^llljjjjj^^     For  the  United  Stc.tcs  as  a  whole  fr.rn  buying  poi7cr  in  1939  was  172  percent 
as  nuch  as  in  1932  and  99  percent  of  the  1929  level.     In  other  vrords,  f arncrs 
wore  able  to  buy  about  as  nuch  in  1939  as  in  1929  and  72  percent  norc  thrji  in 
1932. 

In  Rhode  Island  farn  purchasing  poiver  in  1939  was  135  percent  as  nuch  as 
in  1932  and  131  percent  of  the  1929  level.     Thus  Rhode  Island  frj^ncrs  in  1939  v;erc 
in  a  position  to  buy  35  percent  norc  of  the  things  they  needed  than  in  1932  and  31 
percent  norc  than  in  1929, 

The  .Earner's  buying  pov/er  can  also  be  shown  by  the  unit  exchange  value  of 
fc^rn  products,  nanoly,  the  ratio  of  prices  received  by  farners  to  prices  paid  by 
fr.rncrs  for  comodities  used  in  li\rLng  and  produc-feion,    Yiniilo  -this  neasurcncnt 
is  not  available  on  a  state  basis,  Rhode  Island  fa.rnors  naturo.lly  benefited  fron 
nationwide  inprovcnent  in  the  exchange  value  cf  farn  products* 

For  all  farn  coinij.odities ,  the  unit  cxchcaigc  value  :7as  26  percent  higher 
in  1939  than  in  1932.     The  following  table,  conparing  1939  raid  1932,  shows 
the  unit  exchange  value  of  all  farn  products,  as  well  as  specified  groups  of 
farn  comodities  that  o.re  inportant  in  Rhode  Island. 

Table  III,  Unit  Exchange  Value  *  of  all  Farn  Products  and  of 

Specified  Groups  of  Cor.modities  Inportant  in  Rhode  Island, 

:  Percent  of  Base  Period  :  Percent 

:  1910-1914  ;  Chco-go 

1932     :        1939  -1939  over 
_______  1932 

ijl  farn  products  61  77  /  26 

Dairy  products  78  86  /  10 

Chickens  and  eggs  77  78  /  1 

Meat  aninals  59  91  /  54 

*  Ratio  of  prices  received  to  prices  paid  by  farners  for  corxiodities  used 
in  living  and  production,  1910-14  base. 
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Fr-rn  Real  Estate  Values 

Gains  in  fam  inconc,  prices  and  buying  po^?cr  have  norc  than  naintaincd 
real  estate  values  on  Bhodc  Island  farns«     In  the  year  ending  March  1933  the 
value  of  fam  real  eg^at,^  was  118  percent  of  the  period  before  the  World  Wa.r# 
Fron  this  point  the  estimated  value    per  acre  in  Rhode  Island  rose  to  120  percent 
of  pro-v/ar  for  the  year  ending  March  1940«     Thus  jRh.ode  Island  farmers  found  their 
real  estate  worth  about  2  percent  norc  early  in  1940  thcai  in  the  first  part  of 
1933. 

For  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  in  the  year  ending  March  1940  farn  real 
estate  values  rose  to  85  percent  of  the  level  before  the  World  War,  conparcd  vdth 
only  73  percent  of  pro-war  in  the  year  ending  March,  1933«     The  16  percent  gain 
fron  1933  to  1940  follov/cd  norc  thrji  a  decado  of  unbroken  decline  in  the  value  of 
farn  real  estate, 

Farn  Foroclosuros,  Sales  cjid  Bankruptcie  s 

Along  with  a,  ris  o  in  farn  incono  since  1932,  there  has  boon  an  inprovcncnt 
in  the  farn  ownership  situation  in  PJaodc  Island. 

Volimtary  sales  and  trades  of  Rhode  Island  farns  vrcrc  20.6  per  thousa>.nd 
for  the  year  ending  March  1939,  conparcd  v/ith  19,5  per  thousand  for  the  year 
ending  March  1933. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  nunbcr  of  forced  farn  sales  in  the  state  declined 
fron  4,9  for  the  year  ending  March  1933  to  4,8  per  thousand  for  the  year 
ending  March  1939, 

Prrn  bankruptcies  in  Rhode  Island  droioped  fron  a  total  of  4  in  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1933  to  none  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30,  1939. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  v/holc,  voluntary  sales  and  trades  of  farns  rose 
^'ron  16,8  per  thousand  in  the  year  1933  to  28,2  per  thousand  in  the  year  ending 
^'i^rch,  1939,  and  forced  sale  of  farns  declined  fron  54,1  per  thousand  to  16,8  per 


* 
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thousand  in  the  scjno  period;  farn  "bcriruptcics  in  the  entire  country  decreased 
76  percent  fron  1933  to  1933» 

;J1  phases  of  Fcjrn  Pro^^ran  Contribiite  to  Inconc  IiMprovcnent 

Farners  of  Rhode  Island  received  ^27,000  in  conservation  paynaits 
under  thD  1937  pro^rai:!,  $33,895  inider  the  1938  progrcan,  rjid  an  estinatcd 
$52,257  under  the  1939  progr-an,  including  county  association  expenses. 
^         For  the  United  States  as  a  v-rhole,  payiients  under  the  1939  Conservation 
prograr.i  totaled  ^^506,173,199,  including  county  association  expenses. 
Federal  Credit  ;j,ds  Agriculti.i.rc 

Farnors  in  Rliode  Island  obtained  §5,126,867  in  loans  frcia  institutions 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Farn  Credit  Adninistration  fron  Hay  1,  1933,  thrcugh 
Dcccn'bGr  31,  1939,     In  addition,  credit  vras  advanced  to-  a  considerable  nuj.ibor  of 
fcrncr  cooperatives  and  privately  orgcjiizcd  agricultural  f i?-cj.-cing  institutions. 

The  Federal  Lend  Bcxlz  cf  Springfield,  :na.king  long- tern  first  nortgagc  loans, 
had  yl, 208, 946  outstojiding  in  I^odc  Islojid  on  Deccnbcr  31,  1939,  including  locals 
nado  prior  to  the  orgojiization  of  the  Fam  Credit  Adi-.nni  strati  on.     In  addition, 
^590,300  of  first  and  second  nortga;;e  Land  Baric  Cor.r:dssicner  leans  vjoro  out- 
standing on  that  date, 

Fron  1333  to  1935  alnost  86  percent  of  Federal  Land  Banl<:  coid  Coinissioncr 
loans  iriadc  in  Rlicdo  Island  were  used  to  pay  off  old  debts.    Although  the  largest 
pcrcontagc  of  loans  continues  to  bo  ra.do  for  rofinancing,  since  October  1,  1935, 
sonc  59  Khodo  Island  f amors  and  farn  tenants  have  purchased  farns,  using 
ol89,600  credit  obtained  fron  the  Federal  Land  Bari  of  Springfield  and  the 
Federal  Farn  liortgagc  Corporation,  which  provides  funds  for  Land  Banlc  Corxiission- 

loans,  to  finance  the  purchases.     This  includes  the  resale  on  credit  terns 
of  farns  Y/hich  had  been  acquired  by  these  agencies. 
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The  Pro^dcnco  Production  Credit  ^'.ssociCvtion  opcratinr;  in  the  Str.tc  has 
mdo  1,295  loans  a.f^^rcr^atinf;;  §3,532,207  since  its  organization  in  January  1934:. 
This  association  ncJccs  loans  for  all  t^rpcs  of  short-torn  farr.i  operations.  Loans 
outs  tending  on  DocciTber  31,  totaled  i^473|007. 

The  Springfield  Baiik  for  Cooperatives  nakos  ioo.ns  to  f amors  ♦  mrket- 
ing,  purchasing,  end  farm  business  associations.     On  Deconher  31,  1939,  the 
Springfield  Bcjak  had  loans  outstanding  to  1  Hhodc  Island  cooperative  aggregating 
i|56,000. 

In  the  Uiiitcd  States  as  a  v;hcle,  during  the  sOvrie  period,  individual  farners 
and  their  coop^.  rative  organizations  obtained  ^5, 951, 000, 000  in  loans  raid  discounts 
from  institutions  under  supervision  of  the  Farn  Credit  Adi'.iini  strati  on  •    Land  bank 
loons  outstanrilng  on  Dccenbor  31,  1939,  totaled  ^;^1, 905,000,000;  Land  Banlc  Comis- 
sioncr  loans,  0691,000,000;  production  credit  associations  nunbering  528,  in  six 
years  nadc  1,312,000  loojis  aggregating  Olj ^^-'^-2,000,000;  in  the  sdjio  period  the  12 
district,  banks  for  cooperatives  caid  the  Central  Bcjil:  nade  6,868  loans  aggregating 
8491,047,000. 
Debt  Adjustnont 

*  In  I^hodc  Island,  54  famcrs,  tlirough  the  Farn  Debt  Adjustnent  Service  of  the 

Fam  Security  Adnini strati on,  reduced  their  debts  through  agrcencnt  with  their 
creditors  by  06,483  in  the  period  Scptonbcr  1,  1935  to  Dccenbor  31,  1939,  a 
debt  reduction  of  2.4  percent.    As  a  result  Hhode  Islojid  f amors  have  been  able 
■to  pay  0871  in  back  ta::es. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  v/holc,  111,131  farners  reduced  their  debts  by 
!^(iOusti-.icnts  totaling  084,942,798  or  23.7  percent,  and  as  a  result  have  been 
"tic  to  pay  norc  th?ni  0^,860,000  in  back  tcixes. 


Conr.iodity  Loans  Protect  IncoiTic 

Corn  Cdicl  v;-hcat  loans  serve  to  protect  aiTl  stabilize  farn  inconc,  help  to 
stabilize  nr.rket  supplies  and  prices,  o.nd  protect  both  ccnsuncrs  and  producers 
arainst  the  calamity  of  crop  failure. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  TThole,  70,000  x7hoat  producers  obtained  loans  on 
their  1938  crop,  totalinr;  about  y45,000,0C0  en  85,700,000  bushels  of  v/heat,  and 
about  235,000  producers  stored  167,000,000  bushels  of  their  19S9  crop  under  loojis 
totaling  about  §115,000,000 
E>cports  /idcd 

T'.VQ  najcr  e^qport  pro.-'^roj.is  for  ivhoat  and  cotton  have  assisted  United  States 
producers  to  retain  their  fair  share  of  the  vforld  narkct.     In  the  fiscal  year 
vMch  ended  June  30,  1930  the  first  yoo,r  cf  the  vrhcat  export  prorrcj?.,  118  riillicn 
bushels  of  v/lxat  vrcre  sold  for   expert.     Of  this  cjiount,  export  of  94  r.iillion 
bushels  was  assisted  directly  by  tlic  export  pror^ran,     Fron  July  1  tlireur:h  Deccnbcr 
51,  1939  sales  for  export  of  appro xinatoly  24^  mllion  bushels  of  v/heat  and  vrheat 
in  thjc  fern  of  flour  v/crc  assisted  by  the  continuing  export  prc^rans, 

Hon  the  rrheat  pro;;rcj:i  has  operated  to  inpruve  the  donestic  'vhcat  prices 
in  the  last  year  o.nd  a  half  is  shown  in  the  f  ello^.Tin-; :     In  Au^u.st  1938  the  average 
^1  Si  farn  price  vras  34  cents  under  the  Liverpool  price.     In  /.ur:ust  1939,  the  U,  S 
price  iTas  about  3  cents  o.bove  Liverpool,     Since  Liverpool  is  nornally  Ovbout  30 
cents  over  tlx  donestic  farn  price,  this  iieant  the  U,  S»  farncr  was  receiving 
sibout  33  cents  a  bushel  nore  for  his  i^hoat  than  if  his  price  had  been  based  on  the 
•-'crld  price, 

Donestic  Consuo::ption  Incrc  o.scd 

E^cpcnded  donestic  distribution  and  consunption  of  surplus  farn  products 
"-■s  brouriiht  about  throu.^h  t^.vo  types  of  prorrojTLs;  direct  purchase  of  connoditics 
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for  distribution  to  needy  fcmlics  throur-^h  stctc  \7clfc.rc  rw>;cncics,  r.nd  the 
Food  Order  Strjiip  Plan  rmich  pi;ts  incroc.scd  food  buying;  pcvrer  directly  into  the 
hands  of  lov/-incone  fc.inilics. 

In  Rhode  Islo.nd  in  the  fiscc.l  year  ending;  June  30,  1959,  6,912,000 
pounds  of  surplus  foodstuffs  '.-rcrc  distributed  by  the  Fcderc.l  Surplus  Comnodities 
Corporation,  conpared  with  a  total  of  1,970,079,155  pounds  distributed  throu[^hout 
the  United  States  in  tho  scjr.ic  period. 

Comoditics  purchased  in  jRhode  Island  included  15,000  bushels  of  apples, 
rjid  1000  cases  of  evaporated  mlk# 

Up  to  July  1,  1940  the  Food  Order  Stcxip  Flrn.  T.-'as  in  operation  in  Providence, 
T.'hilc  ethers  are  to  be  added  te  the  list. 
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PART  TVfO:  CONSERVATION  AND  filSE  USE  OF  AGRiaJLTURAL  RESOURCES 


Inoome  improvement  and  conservation  of  natural  resources  have  gone  hand 
in  hand  in  Rhode  Island  since  1933* 

Under  the  first  agricultural  conservation  program  in  1936  about  140 
Rhode  Island  farmers  participated.    Of  the  total  cropland,  about  10  percent,  or 
8,495  acres,  v/as  covered  by  applications  for  pa^/raents.    A  total  of  228  acres 
ms  diverted  from  soil-depleting  crops.    Soil-building  practices  were  put  into 
effect  on  about  3,700  acres  as  follows:      New  seedings  of  legumes  and  legume 
mixtures,  perennial  grasses  for  pasture,  and  green  manure  crops  —  1,197  acres; 
and  fertilizer  and  lime  applications  —  2,507  acres. 

Rhode  Island  farmers  have  continued  to  parti cipo.to  actively  in  the  A. A. A. 
programs.    There  were  514  payees  in  the  1937  program  and  598  in  the  1938  pro- 
gram.   Applications  for  payments  covered  22,836  acres,  or  28  percent  of  the 
cropland  in  the  State,  under  the  1957  program  and  25,004  acres,  or  33  percent 
of  the  cropland,  under  the  1938  program. 

Soil-building  practices  were  put  into  effect  in  the  State  as  follows 
under  the  A.A.A.  programs  for  1937  and  1938$ 


Unit 


1937 


1938 


New  seedings 

Green-manure  and  cover  crop 
Mulching 

Forest  tree  practices 
Fertilizer  and  lime  applications 
Seeding  pasture  mixtures 
Artificial  reseeding  of  pastures 
Sanding  Cranberry  Bogs 


lbs,  of  seeds- 
acres  10 


acres  5 
tons  3,645 
acres 


acres 


acres 


tons 


1,328 
2,900 


80 
393a. 
12 
290 
30 


1691 
2962. 
121 
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In  the  United  States  as  a  \vhole,  under  the  1938  Agri cultural  Conservation 
Program,  nevj  seedings  covered  30,075,000  acres  and  greGn-mo.nure  and  cover  crops 
25,244,000  acres,    Ferti^|0T.  and  lime  applications  totaled  5,547,000  tons. 
Forest  tree  practices  covered  197,000  acres  and  pasture  practices  a'bout  2,205,000 
acres.    Protected  suiimier  fallow,  strip  cropping,  contour  farming,  and  listing 
v/ere  carried  out  on  15,990,000  acres.     Terracing  was  carried  out  to  the  extent 
of  392,036,000  linear  feet. 
Conservation  Service  Activities 

Approximately  12,909  acres  unsuited  to  continued  cropping  have  been 
purchased  and  developed  for  uses  for  which  this  land  is  better  suited,  princi- 
pally forestry  and  grazing  under  the  Land  Utilization  Program. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  v/holc,  a  total  of  48,267,000  acres  of  farm 
land  in  82,000  farms  were  covered  by  5«-year  contracts  with  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  up  to  June  50,  1939,     Soil  Conservation  Service  demonstration  areas 
now  include  68,847,000  acres.     Soil  Conservation  Districts,  numbering  217, 
covered  a  combined  area  of  120,000,000  acres  of  the  Nation^ s  1,900,000,000 
acres  of  land  by  January  1,  1940,  with  another  100  districts  in  process  of 
organization,    Yfithin  the  217  orgo.nized  districts  were  1,000,000  farms. 

Approximately  8,600,000  acres  of  land  unsuited  to  continued  cropping 
have  been  purchased  and  developed  for  uses  for  which  this  land  is  bettor  suited, 
principally  forestry  and  grazing, 
Forest  .Conservation  and  deforestation 

Approximately  half  of  the  4,900  farms  in  Rhode  Island  contain  woodland, 
and  farm  vjoodlands  in  the  aggregate  amount  to  148,000  acres,  or  about  48 
percent  of  the  State' s  farm  area. 
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In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  the  national  forest  system  now  in- 
cludes about  175  million  acres  in  40  States.    More  than  12  million  acres  have 
been  purchased  or  approved  for  purchase  for  national  forests  since  March  1933, 
about       times  as  much  land  as  was  purchased  for  national  forests  in  the  pre- 
ceding 22  years.    Approximately  125  million  trees  produced  largely  in  Forest 
Service  nurseries  were  planted  during  1939  on  131,000  acres  of  national  forest 
land. 

In  the  Prairie  States  Forestry  Shcltorbelt  Project  of  the  Forest  Service 
125  million  trees  have  been  used  in  11,000  miles  of  plantings  and  provide  pro- 
tection for  about  3  million  acres  of  land,  in  the  Great  Plains,  where  protec- 
tion is  especially  needed. 

About  314,000  trees  were  planted  on  farm  lands  in  1938  in  the  farm 
forestry  program  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  and  55  million  trees  were 
distributed  for  farm  planting  under  Forest  Service-State  cooperation  through 
the  Clarke-MclJary  law. 

Under  the  A. A. A.  program  in  1938  about  55,445  acres  of  farm  land  were 
planted  to  forest  trees, 

PART  THREE:  GREATER  SECURITY  MD  BETTER  LIVII^'G  ON  THE  LAM) 

Aside  from  the  program  designed  to  provide  greater  equality  of  income  for 
agriculture  as  a  whole,  and  nation-mde  conservation  practices,  special  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  more  needy  farm  families  requiring  additional  aid  to 
become  self-supporting.     Special  programs  have  been  directed  to  lo";-income 
farmers  suffering  from  such  additional  handicaps  as  drought,     poor  farming 
practices,  worn-out  or  inadequate  land,  unsound  tenure  conditions,  or  over- 
whelm ng  debt. 

From  1935  to  1940  in  Rhode  Island,  the  Farm  Security  Administration  aided 
217  farm  families  m  th  rural  rehabilitation  loans  aggregating  $200,000  to 
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enable  then  to  get  a  new  start  and  again  bocone  self-supporting. 

By  follomng  oonplote  farn  and  hone  nanagenent  plans  in  1939,  136  re- 
habilitation borrowers  in  Rhode  Island  had  an  average  net  incone  of  ^237,75  per 
fanily  as  conpared  with  ^227.63  in  the  year  before  they  cane  to  F.  S.  A.  for 
help,  an  increase  of  four  percent,  and  increased  their  average  net  worth  over 
and  above  all  debts  by  21  percent  in  the  sane  period.    Thus  these  families 
had  added  $54,280  to  the  wealth  of  their  conramities  and  increased  their  own 
annual  incones  by  a  total  of  $1,377.     The  typical  rehabilitation  fanily  in 
Rhode  Island  has  borrowed  C^l*094.58  and  already  has  repaid  $426.04.    Rhode  Island 
rehabilitation  borrowers  in  1939  produced  $37,661  worth  of  goods  for  hone  con- 
sumption, conpared  vdth  $27,574  worth  before  entering  the  Fa.rn  Security  Adnin- 
istration  progran.    In  1939  these  families  canned  an  average  of  194  quarts  of 
fmits  and  vegetables  per  faLiily,  for  hone  consumption j  and  produced  an  average 
of  E15  gallons  of  nilk  per  fcjnily.    Rehabilitation  borrov/ers  in  Rhode  Island 
I   cj-e  now  operating  an  average  of  64  acres,  an  increase  of  4.04  acres  since  they 
cane  to  the  progran.     This  increased  acreage,  while  not  adding  naterially  to 
the  production  of  connercial  crops,  has  maintained  a  better  diet  for  these 
families. 

At  the  close  of  1939,  91  Rhode  Island  families  had  received  grants  for 
eaorgency  relief  aggregating  •;?19,553. 

Under  the  Bankhead- Jones  Act,  one  loan  for  farm  purchase  had  been  made 
to  a  tenant  fanily  in  Rhode  Island  as  of  December  31,  1939,  amounting  to  ^4,44:7, 
In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  from  1935  to  1940,  the  Farn  Security  Ad- 
ministration aided  approximately  800,000  farn  fanilics  with  rehabilitation  loans. 
I  By  following  complete  farn  and  hone  nanagenent  plans,  360,000  of  these  borrowers 

covered  by  a  survey  in  1939  had  increased  their  net  worth  over  and  above  all 
I  <iebts  by  26  percent,  and  their  produ.ction  of  food  for  hone  consunption  by  64^, 


The  average  borrower  reported  increasing  his  net  worth  by  nore  than 
5230.42  since  coning  into  the  progran.    The  Farn  Security  Adnini  strati  on  has 
made  rehabilitation  loans  totalling  nore  than  ^^370,000,000  since  1935,  Although 
these  loans  are  usually  nade  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  nuch  of  the  noney 
is  not  yet  due,  these  farmers  who  could  not  get  adequate  credit  fron  any  other 
source  already  have  repaid  nore  than  $?130,000,000  into  the  U.S.  Treasury, 
Ultimatoly  it  is  expected  that  at  least  80  percent  of  those  loans  will  be 
collected. 

Under  the  Bankhe ad- Jones  Act,  loans  for  farn  purchases  were  nade  to  6,678 
tenant  families  by  Decenber  31,  1939, 
Rural  Electrification 

In  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  Q4:%  of  all  farns  v;ere  electrified  by 
June  30,  1939, 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  to  the  close  of  1939,  the  Rural  Zlectri- 
fication  Adnini  strati  on  of  the  Departnont  of  Agriculture  has  nade  total  allot- 
nents  of  $273,000,000  for  the  construction  ol  260,000  niles  of  lino  to  serve 
600,000  farn  fanilies.    Already  400,000  farns  have  been  connected  to  REA- 
sponsored  lines,  the  greater  najority  of  vjhich  are  cooperatively  nanagcd.  The 
number  of  electrified  farns  in  the  United  States  has  nore  th£?ji  doubled  fron 
1935  to  the  present  tine,    Approxinatsly  Zb  percent  of  Anerican  farns  vjero 
electrified  by  January  1,  1940,  conpared  vath  10,9  percent  on  January  1,  1935. 
PART  FOUR:  STRENGTHENING  DEMOCRiiCY  THROUGH  THE  FARM  PROGRAMS 

Democracy  has  been  both  the  end  and  the  nocjis  of  National  Farn  Prograns 
from  1933  to  the  present.    Through  local  ccnnittees,  farners  have  the  responsi- 
bility for  local  adnini strati on. 
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About  6  nillion  of  the  nation's  6,800,000  famors  are  participating  in 
the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  todajr.     Participation  in  Rhode  Island 
and  in  the  United  States  since  the  A/Ji  began  in  1933  was  as  follows: 

Rhode  Island  United  States 


1933 
1924 
1935 
1936  l/ 


10 
7 


Nunber  of  contracts 
accepted  by  MJ-i 


1933  1,625,912 

193-1  3,105,110 

1935  3,399,779 

1936  l/  291,652 


Rhode  Island  United  States 

Nunber  of  payees  under 
the  Agricultural  Con- 
servation Pro gran 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


142 
514 

598 
956 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


3,880,447 
3,743,904 
5,248,796 
5,764,200 


The  results  of  referondun  votes  among  Rhode  Island  farjnors  shov\/  the  denand 
for  full  application  of  the  A.A.A.  programs.    Important  referenda  in  which 
Rhode  Island  farmers  participated  were  as  follows: 


Nature  of  Referendum 


Date 


Votes  of  Partici- 
pating Farmers 


Corn-hogs 
Corn-hoffs 


For      :  Acc.inst 


Percent 
For 


Octa934 
Oct, 1935 


8 
12 


2 
5 


80 
71 


In  Rhode  Island  in  1940,  there  v/ere  25  members  and  alternates  of  county 
A.A.A.  committees  and  65  members  and  o.lternates  of  comiiunity  A. A. A,  coimnittoes 
which  administer  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  locally.    There  were 
also  3  county  committees  of  the  Farm.  Security  Administration  in  the  State  and 
one  county  tenant  purchase  committee.     Cooperating  mth  the  Farm  Credit  Admin- 
istration were  one  local  National  Faria  Loan  Association  and  one  Production  Credit 
Association. 

l/ Winter  wheat  and -rye  contracts  made  before  January  6,  1936, 


-  17  - 

Soil  Conservation  bistricts  ere  organized  and  developed  under  State  lav.'s 
by  farmers,  who  have  an  opportunity  to  express  their  preferences  both  as  to 
planning  and  operations  v;ithin  the  District.    By  nocns  of  these  Districts  farners 
ccn  coordinate  their  efforts  to  control  erosion  thoroughly  along  v/aterehed  lines 
•vith  technical  assistance  often  being  furnished  by  local,  State  and  Federal 
agencies, 

Ltind  Use  Planning  by  Farners 

Land  Use  Planning  Conrrdttees  study  all  agricultural  problens,  and  how 
Federal,  State,  and  local  agricultural  services  can  best  be  applied,  Represon- 
^tdtive  farn  people  and  agricultural  officials  are  nenbers  of  both  county  and 
comunity  planning  connittecs .     In  this  ';vay  farriers  have  a  voice  in  plarjiing 
•'.hat  all  public  agricultural  agencies  will  do  in  their  coiiimurJ.ties . 
I  In  Rhode  Island,  one  county  Land  Use  Planning  Cemnittee,  vjith  15  farner 

"embers,  has  been  forned  and  others  v^ero  expected  to  bo  organized  in  1940 ♦ 

In  the  United  States  as  a  v;hole,  approxinately  135,000  farners  served  on 
ft.Aiil.  comitteesj  there  v/ere  2,907  Debt  Adjustnent  Connittees;  1,289  Tenant  Pur- 
I  chase  Comittees;  and  approximately  1,500  cornittees  for  rehabilitation  loans; 
ubout  3,700  active  National  Farn  Loan  Associations,  and  528  Production  Credit 
Associations;  approxinately  370  Soil  Conservation  Districts  7/ere  either  organized 
I  cr  in  the  process  of  organization. 

There  wore  approxinately  19,000  farners  by  the  end  of  1939  participating 
-s  nenbers  of  county  Land  Use  Planning  Connittees,  and  65,000  as  nenbers  of  con- 
^-inity  Land  Use  Planning  Conim.ttees, 


